
Spring 2013

Math 135: Patterns of Phenomena

“In mathematics, the art of proposing a question must be held of higher value than solving
it.”-George Cantor

Instructor: Cory Previte
Time and Place: MWF 10:00 - 10:50am Engrg E-204
Office Hours: (Tentatively) Tuesday 1pm, Wednesday 11am in Weber 17
Email: previte@math.colostate.edu

Text: The Heart of Mathematics: An Invitation to Effective Thinking, 4th Edition by Edward
B. Burger and Michael Starbird, Wiley, 2013, ISBN 978-1-118-15659-9

Recommended Materials: The manipulative kit is a supplement to the text that is not
required, but may be useful.

Webpage: RamCT Blackboard will contain current grades, assignments, information on
exams, and course announcements. Please check the website regularly.

Course Content: Recognition and classification of applications of mathematical ideas in the
humanities. Topics will include (but are not limited to): cryptography, geometry, topology,
the idea of infinity, fractals, and graph theory.

Course Structure: Class will be in the form of both lecture and discussion which will explore
the ideas presented in the text. Please read the text before class and be prepared to contribute
to class discussions.

Calculators: A basic calculator is recommended but not required. During an exam, calcu-
lators with a QWERTY keyboard, cell phones, tablets, mp3 players, computers, or any other
device besides a calculator will NOT be allowed. (Use of such devices may result in a score of
0 for that exam and may be classified as academic dishonesty. See the corresponding section
below.)

Grading scheme: (100− 90%) A; (89− 80%) B; (79− 70%) C; (69− 60%) D; (59− 0%) F;
Plus/Minus grades will only be assigned in exceptional cases.

Homework 50%
In-Class Activities 5 %
Midterm 20 %
Final Exam (cumulative) 25 %

Homework: Assignments will be designed to include critical thinking, as well as some compu-
tations. This means clearly expressing ideas in complete sentences using words and symbols,
rather than just “getting the right answer.” Homework will be graded accordingly. Homework
must be neat, well organized and stapled (if multiple sheets). No late homework will be
accepted WITHOUT PRIOR APPROVAL. See the section regarding missed classes.

In-Class Activities: To encourage active participation in the course, there will be daily in-
class activities. These activities include quizzes on the reading, worksheets, and being actively
engaged in discussions.



Midterm: The midterm will be a 50 minute exam taken in class. Questions will be similar
to those discussed in class, the book, and homework.

Final Exam: The final exam will be in Engrg E-204 on Monday, May 13 from 2 - 4pm.
The final exam will be cumulative.

Missing Class: No late work is accepted in Math 135. If you are planning on missing a class,
please make arrangements with me to turn in homework prior to the missed class. You will
not recieve credit for in class activites on missed days. If you are missing class for a University
sanctioned event (such as athletics), send me an e-mail one week prior to the event in order
to make arrangements regarding work that will be missed. You will be required to provide
written documentation (from coach, director, faculty sponser, etc..) of the event. Failure
to follow this policy may result in a score of 0 on missed assignments.

Missing an Exam: If you must miss an exam, please contact me and provide appropriate
documentation at least one week prior to the midterm and two weeks prior to the
final. Your request must be confirmed by me. The only instances a student may request an
alternate exam are:

- Testing at the RDS (Resources for Disabled Students) Testing Center

- University approved activity scheduled for the same time

- Documented serious illness or death in the immediate family

Occasionally an emergency such as sudden illness requiring a doctor’s visit or a death in
the immediate family may mean you miss an exam without prior approval. In such cases,
please email me within 24 hours of the missed work. You will be required to provide written
documentation of your emergerncy before you will be allowed to make up the missed work.

Communication (outside of class): The official method for the University to contact you
is by the email address you have provided on RamWeb. Outside of class, I will contact you
at this email address. Be sure to keep this email address updated and check it regularly.

ADA Statement: The Americans with Disabilities Act requires that reasonable accommo-
dations be made for students with disabilities. If you need such assistance, please contact me
as soon as possible. Specifically, please bring RDS forms to me no less than one week prior
to an exam.

Academic Honesty: The University policy on academic honesty (see the CSU General
Catalog) is enforced in this course. Examples of cheating include (but are not limited to):
possessing reference material during an exam (writing on the hand, shoe, stored information
in a calculator, etc), misrepresenting someone else’s work as your own, using an unapproved
electronic device on an exam, collaborating on an exam, etc. Students judged to have engaged
in cheating may be assigned a reduced grade and/or referred to the Office of the Vice President
for Student Affairs for additional disciplinary action.


